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ABSTRACT: Following on Paul de Man’s “The Resistance to Theory”, the article 
analyzes the constant processes of resistance and institutionalization of literary theory in 
the university. Resisting positions from both ends of the literary studies scale are 
explored. It is exposed that more than a resistance to theory, the so-called humanist 
(read anti- theory) studies are against the explicit radical recognition of their theoretical 
positions. On the other hand, radical theoreticians are seen to effect resistance 
movements in an effort to resituate theory along more socially-engaged lines of 
discussion.  
 
 


